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reincarnation of Jesus Christ, and offered to baptize the
missionaries who attempted to argue with him. He pro-
posed shortly to destroy the British Government, and to
convert and conquer the world. His gospel was accepted
by four thousand believers in his immediate neighbourhood.1
Cases like these verge on, if they do not cross, the wavering
and uncertain line which divides the raptures of religion
from insanity.

Sometimes, at the death of the human incarnation, the
divine spirit transmigrates into another man. In the king-
dom of Kaffa, in eastern Africa, the heathen part of the
people worship a spirit called Debce, to whom they offer
prayer and sacrifice, and whom they invoke on all important
occasions. This spirit is incarnate in the grand magician or
pope, a person of great wealth and influence, ranking almost
with the king, and wielding the spiritual, as the king wields
the temporal power. It happened that, shortly before the
arrival of a Christian missionary in the kingdom, this African
pope died, and the priests, fearing lest the missionary might
assume the position vacated by the deceased prelate, declared
that the Debce had passed into the king, who henceforth,
uniting the spiritual with the temporal power, reigned as
god and king.2 Before beginning to work at the salt-pans in
a Laosian village, the workmen offer sacrifice to the divinity
of the salt-pans. This divinity is incarnate in a woman and
transmigrates at her death into another woman.8 In Bhotan
the spiritual head of the government is a dignitary called the
Dhurma Rajah, who is supposed to be a perpetual incarnation
of the deity. At his death the new incarnate god shews
himself in an infant by the refusal of his mother's milk and
a preference for that of a cow.4
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